PR eee 4 
' PUBLISHING ANNUALLY, | 


4 view of 4 Hisrok r, PoLITICS, as a 
\LirgRUTURE, of Hinduſtan ; together with a connected 
Detail of | the principal Occurrences, Civil. Mare and 
Commer cial, of BRITISH Maar ee 


8 ' PROSPECTUS. Ne PO 
: U x * 


| Ts utility at Periodical Works n Sen 1 felt; and 0 uni- 
1 verſaliy acknowledged. That an annnal publication, from the portion, 
of time which it embraces, and the variety. of. ſubjects which it has, 
ee the advantage of preſenting in regular order, and on an en- 
hbarged ſcale, is of more general uſe, and even more amuſing than 
2 Monthly Magazines and Reefs :—the credit which DopsLtey's 
” ANNUAL REGISTER has obtained with the e bern ample, pd 
. decifive teſtimony. => ; 
I The politics and commerce of Afia i in general, and of Hindiftds in in 
particular, intereſting in all ages to the enlightened nations of Europe, 
have, in the courſe of this century, attained a degree of importance in- 
finitely greater than even the dreams of ſpeculation had predicted. 
With Gx AT BRTTAIN, they have become moſt intimately contiected. 
his proſperous and happy illand, by the wiſdom H. her kgiflators, 
| the enterpriſing ſpirit of her merchants, and the knowledge and intre- 
pidity of fome dlſtinguiſhed men, has acquired a vaſt dominion in the 
faireſt: provinces of Aſia, and in the molt fertile region of the earth. 
Beides her valuable poſſeſſions on the peninſula” of India,” the, now 
holds the ſole and undivided ſavercignty. of. BENGAL, and, BAHAR ; 
tract of country confiderably larger than France, 2 inhabited 1 
+ thirty-two millions of civilized people. 
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The fi ingular characters of theſe ad nary people have, by ſome 
writers, been ably pourtrayed ; and the greater part of Hinduſtan has 


been accurately deſcribed by the Painter, the Geographer, and the Hiſ- 


torian. The learned languages of India (the Perſian and Sanſcreet ) 

have been ſucceſsfully cultivated by men of the firſt abilities who have 
reſided in the country. Many of the native hiſtorians who have 
written ſubſequent to the MAHOMEDAN conqueſt, and who have re- 
corded the annals of ſome of the moſt brilliant reigns, and drawn the 
characters of ſome of the moſt remarkable of the Mogul Princes, have 
been tranflated into Engliſh ; —and the very intereſting Work of Mr. 
"SULLIVAN gives an adequate idea of the antient Hindu Governments. 
Several writers of great merit have related, with accuracy and elegance, 
the events which led to, and the wars which attended and followed the 
eſtabliſhment of, the Britiſh Empire in India. The reſearches of the 
ASIATIC SOCIETY, founded at Calcutta, in 1 783, under the patron- 
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world a vaſt body of curious and important hn e and, not- 
withſtanding the irreparable loſs which the Society have fullalned by 
the death of that great man, they ſtil! promife by their talents, dili- 
gence, and perſeverance, to leave nothing ynexplores mach in any way 
Telates to the nations of Aſia. 

But although profound i inguiries ! have been made, and much has been 
written feſpeding India, and its various political and commercial re- 
lations ; although very faithful accounts have been publiſhed of the 
manners and cliſtoms of its inhabitants; yet, it ſhould feem, thoſe 
| ſabjeRs are neither ſo well underſtood, nor ſo generally known in 
Great Britain, as their importance confeſſedly demands. Some men 
of vigorous minds and extenſive learning, who have exerciſed their 
talents in the inveſtigation of Indian affairs, have in their writings in- 
judiciouſly' neglected thoſe fimple ornaments of ſtyle, which invite the 
atfention of ſuperficial readers to ſubjects apparently abſtracted from 
their views, and in which, therefore, they feel nointereſt, The con- 
ſequence of this negligence has been, that works of great value have 
_ ſeldom attracted a notice fo general as to demand a Geend edition, and 
are now -known- only to thoſe whom Hterary 8 induces bo 
==: them. 

Other writers again, who have attended to the dodrations of ſtyle, 
having treated on ſubjects cither partial or evaneſcent, did not receive 
from the Public that encouragement which their labours deſerved 

Monthly Magazines and weekly Newſpapers haye been regularly 
8 Fabien! in the principal Britiſh ſettlements in India, for many years 
paſt. ArCarevrTrTaA, there are now no leſs than ten weekly papers, 
and a monthly journal. But the chief objects of thoſe being to com- 


1 


pile European intelligence, and to note local occurrences, they contain | 

little to intereſt readers in this country, except ſuch as have reſided in, 

or are connected with, India. Some of them, indeed, have been con- 

ducted on a more enlarged plan, and by conſiderable abilities; but it 
js not in the fleeting nature of any Newſpaper to arreſt the public atten- 

tion beyond the period to which it refers; no 2an any Indian journal 

of that deſcription ever have an jnflvencs out oi the immediate ſphere 

of its circulation. 

Some -years paſt, a Monthly Journal was publiſhed | in Londin; 
which profeſſed to give the earlieſt accounts of all public occurrences 
in INDIa. It is believed, the conduQors of that Journal fulfilled . 
their engagement ; but the plan of the paper was tov limited, and 
its pertod vnqueſtionably too ſhort, Calculated only for thoſe who 
had a previous knowledge of Indian politics, it never was generally 
read, and had long ceaſed to be publithed. 

From this view which has been taken of Hind:fdn, and of the 
publications which have treated of its affairs, it will appear ſufficiently 
evident, - that the moſt agreeable method, at leaſt, has not yet been 
tried, of diffuſing, throughout Great Britain, a general knowledge of _ 
her Eaſtern Provinces. - A connected Hiſtory of the riſe and progreſs 

of theſe Provinces, and of the EAsT-IxDIA Comrany's commercial 
eoncerns, has never been attempted. But the annals of Afia may here- 
after find, as they well deſerve, the nervous eloquence of a Tacitus, 
or the energetic ſimplicity of a HUME, to record them. | 

In the mean while, the Editors of the As81aTic REGISTER pro- 

poſe to offer to the Public, in the Ey Part of their. Miſcellany, a 
connected Hiſtorical Memoir of BRITISH INDIA, from the founda- 
tion of the Company's eſtabliſhments on the coaſt of CoroMAnDEL, 
to the preſent plenitude of their power. They propoſe that the Re- 
6ISTER fhall commence from the . firft of January 1799, and that 
the firſt Volume ſhall be publiſhed on the firſt of January following. 
The Second Part of the RecisTER will contain a faithful Chro- 
niele of public events in Aſia at large, and a regular detail of all Ci- 
vil and-Military Tranſactions in Britiſh India; together with an an- 
nual view of Aſiatie Politics, and Oriental Clontentes. Annexed to 
the Chronicle, will be inferted a liſt of the Civil and Military Promo- 
tions at the different ſettlements. Alſo a liſt of the Births, Marriages, 
and /Deaths, of the Britiſh inhabitants of India. The Obituary will 
record the principal incidents in the lives, and the moſt prominent fea- 
tures in the characters of thoſe, whoſe minds have been exereifed i in 
the ſervices, or whoſe blood has flowed in the eauſe of their country. 

The Third Part will conſiſt of Biographical Accounts, and particu- 

lar delineations of thoſe public characters, whether As 1A ric er Eu- 


e who have filled the higheſt ſituations in the prificipal coun: £ 
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wits, and ated the moſt diſtinguiſhed parts in the political threatre of 
Aſia, from the earlieſt period of authenticated hiſtory, to the preſent 
times. Literary and private characters, who have rendered themſelves 
valuable to ſociety by their talents, or their virtues, will receive the 


eulogium they may deſerve themſelves, and that illuſtration. which may 


not only be intereſting but uſeful to others. 


The Fourth Part will give authentic accounts of Voyages to, ah | 
travels in, thoſe parts of Aſia, of which our knowledge is ſtill ſo con- 
fined. This diviſion of the work it were ſuperfluous to recommend 
by any obſervations.on the intereſt which it is calculated to Excite, or 
the entertainment and utility that it cannot fail to afford. | 

Miſcellaneous Eſſays, on che Arts, Sciences, and general Literature 
of Aſia, will form the Fifth Part of the Rec1sTER. And as the Edi. 
tors conceive, Poetry properly belongs to this article, they propoſe to 
annex to it ſuch poetical communications as they may be favoured 
with, that are either tranſlations from the As iAric Pox rs, or * 
tive of Aſiatie ſcenery, cuſtoms, or manners. ; 

The Sixih and laſt Part will eonſiſt of Abſtracts of the beſt Books 
on Aſiatic affairs in general, with remarks upon them; and alſo a 
ſtrict Review of all Publications on the hiſtory, politics, ee or 
commerce of India, and on ſuch as have an immediate relation to thoſe 
important ſubjects. To this department of the work will be added, a 
faithful Report of ſuch Proceedings and Debates as ar occur at the 
General Courts. of Eaſt. India Proprietors. | 

The Plan here ſubmitted to the Public for its patronage, is ſo general 


= RY and tlie execution of it requires ſo much information, 


aſſiduity, and attention, that thoſe who may be the moſt inelined to en- 
courage the undertaking, will very naturally aſk, — Whether men, who 
thus boldly promiſe, be ſufficiently qualified to perform: and, whether 
ſuch botdneſs does not rather belong to the raſhneſs of ignorance, than 
to the confidence of knowledge? To this the Editors can oy an- 
ſwer; That they have reſided in India, and have long made the ſubjeds 
of the propoſed, work their peculiar ſtudy. Without, therefore, arro- 
gating any ſuperiority of talents, they think it would be unworthy of | 
that Kindneſs expected of a generous Public, as well as deficient in 
duty to themſelVes and to their country, ere they to permit a timid 


ſupppſitiom of i incapacity to deter them from doing what they deem may 


be beneficial to ſociety, and what, with the promiſed aſſiſtance of their 
frichds; they, truſt they ſhall ſati sfa@torily perform. 55 | 
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